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"Extract from Entry from Marquie KIDO's Diary, 15 July 41" 


HATSUDAIRA came from Tokyo at eicht aem. to report on 
the outcome of Kis meeting with Premier KONOYE. There still 
remained a certain vagueness about Foreign Minister 
MATSUOKA's attitude towards the proposal formla for a 
Japan-American underetanding. Under the circumstances, up 
to yosterday the Premier was of the opinion that should 
the Foreign Minister agree to the formula prepared by tho 
Diroctor of Military affaire and tho Director of Naval 
Affaire, with a fow alterations he would vush the policy 
ag it was. Although the Foroign Ministor had’ ne objoction 
to the formula, he insisted on giving instructions to 
Ambassador NOMURA in Washington to the affect that the 
Government would reject the orel statement of Mr. Cordell 
Kull, as it was of a disgraceful nature for Japan. Aftor 
that he said thet he would wiro a compromise formule to 
4dmiral Kichisaburo NOMURA. But Prince KONOYE wae of tho : 
opinion that our formula should bo wired at the same time, 
because if wo followed MaTSUOKa's idee, there would be a 
possibility that america might tako it as our intention 
to discontinue tho neyotiations. Advisor SAITO advised 
that eince it could be done by the ambassador as deemed dost, 
how about carrying it on according to the Foroign Minister's 
viow? But the Promior contradicted him and sent him te Mr. 
MATSUOKA in order to persuade him to agroe with the 
Premier's opinion. Such wae the position about 10330 
yestorday evening. At 1:30 this morning Princo KONOYE 
telephoned mo to say that he had waited long for MATSUOKA's 
answer in vain, so he had sent Director TERAZAKI to Mr. 
MATSUOKA to hold menquiry into the circumstances. It 
became clear that he had sent his instructions to NOMURA 
by himself and not through the medium of the competent 
director, and that he intended to call on mo at Hayama to 
work out remedial measures. I had a conference with the 
chief secretary regarding policy in the event of the 
expocted resignation on bloc of the Cabinet. At this time 
when the tonsion vrevailing over the people regarding the 
present political situation was so strong that even some 
higher echools closed lest disturbances should arise an 
overall political chanze for some unknown reason should be 
avoided by all means. For thie purpose we should try 
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I wont to my office at ll a.m. I was received in 
eudience by the Euperor from 1:35 p.m to 2 pem to 
report on the pbove circumstences. Prince KONOYS camo 
to seo mo from Tokyo at 3 pem. We had e talk vntil 
4:2) pem. What I heard from the Premier was almost the 
same as the information I had received from the Chief 
Secretary. 


I thought it was advisable to urge Mr. MATSUOKA's 
Pecignation to evoid a change of Cebinet, but the 
Promior diengroed with me saying that if this were done 
Mr. MaTSUOKA and hie party would make propaganda to the 
effect that the cause which had compellod his resi¢nation 
was nothing but prossure on the part of tho U.S.A. upon 
our Government. 
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